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1. Summary  

 
1.1 This report sets out for the Committee the proposed scope and term of reference for a review to 

explore the future role of London’s town centres. This subject will form the main agenda item for 

this Committee meeting and the next meeting on 15 January 2013. 

 

 
2. Recommendations 
 

2.1 That the Committee agrees to carry out a review of the future of London’s town centres 

with terms of reference as outlined at paragraph 4.1. 

 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 London’s town centres face an uncertain future and the drivers behind town centre change are 

complex - in the uniquely high density environment of London, it is particularly important for the 

planning system to develop their strengths and address these issues. 

 

3.2 The Mayor has two main ways of supporting and shaping London’s town centres – through planning 

policy and through funding measures. The Mayor’s proposed Supplementary Planning Guidance 

(SPG) on town centres is understood to be subject to consultation later in 2012 or in early 2013 and 

will support the existing town centre policies in the London Plan. 

 

3.3 The Committee will review a number of aspects that are relevant to assess the future of London’s 

town centres including, for example: 

 

 The future impact of trends and challenges on town centre performance and regeneration;  

 Infrastructure, transport, parking and employment; 

 Sustainable development and green spaces; 

 Investment, marketing and management;  

 Planning policy, strategy and Use Class issues. 



 
4. Issues for Consideration  
 
4.1 It is proposed that the Committee agrees to carry out a review of the future of London’s town 

centres with the following terms of reference: 

 to explore the future role of town centres in London with an emphasis on the potential range of 
forms and functions; 

 to inform the Committee’s response to the Mayor’s Draft Supplementary Planning Guidance for 
town centres; and 

 to highlight any important issues for consideration in other areas outside the remit of the SPG. 

4.2 A paper containing background information on the issues to be reviewed, the proposed focus of the 
review, term of reference and key questions to be answered by the review is attached to this report 
at Appendix 1. The scope and terms of reference were subject to Lead Member consultation and 
informally approved in advance of the Committee’s formal meeting. 

 
 
5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report. 

 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications arising from this review. 

 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

 

Appendix 1: Proposed review of the future of London’s town centres 
 
 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
 

List of Background Papers: There are none 

 

Contact Officer: Alexandra Beer, Assistant Scrutiny Manager 

Telephone: 020 7983 4947 

E-mail: alexandra.beer@london.gov.uk  
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